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Disclaimer: The newsletter committee apologizes for any past and present mistakes in the newsletter.  The articles in the newsletter are the opinions of the authors and not the newsletter committee, District 52, Area 20, or Alcoholics Anonymous General Service Office.


 The newsletter committee: Dawn M -- Kelly W, Heather H, Spike, Mike R 











Meeting Cancelled


Due to lack of interest, the Tuesday morning (6:30a.m.) “Rise and Shine” Joe & Charlie Big Book study meeting is cancelled until further notice. If there is an interest in the future, we will re-start it. For questions, contact Steve R., 815-545-5581.





~SPRING CONFERENCE~


VENUE CHANGE


Due to construction, the Spring Confer-ence, March 26-28th, will now be held at the Westin Hotel in Wheeling, IL (847-777-6500) instead of the Lincolnshire Marriott. 





~Give as you have been 


freely given~





District 52 has several positions that need filling:  CPC, Archives and Public Information all need a Chairperson and Co-Chair. If you would like to help out in any capacity, please call Carl G. 815-693-9680 for more information.


Women are needed to assist with meetings on Wednesdays at the Correction Center. Please call Connie at 815-954-9004 for info.


People are needed to correspond with AA members in Correction Facilities.  If you are willing to fill this need, please complete and return the form on page 3. The GSO will pair you with an inmate in a different state (not local) so you can share your experience, strength and hope. 


�


Serenity is not a freedom from the storm but peace amidst the storm.








Announcements


Saturday Euchre Club at the Alano Club be there before 3:30 pm $6.00 per person.


Alateen Meeting Thursday’s at 7:30pm at St. John’s Church, 1045 W. River, Kankakee.


MEETING CANCELLED: Joe & Charlie’s Big Book Study, Tuesday 6:30a.m., Alano Club


Mar 13th Summer Assembly Planning Meeting, 11am, Riverside Board Room C.


Mar 18th District 52 GSR & Trustee Meeting 6:30pm Riverside Board Room A. Call Carl G at 815-693-9680 for more details.


Mar 24th St. Anne Promises Group: 7:30 pm Open Speaker Meeting & Birthday Celebration. Speaker will be John S from St. Anne. Call Tim C at 708-946-6619 or John S at 815-263-2340 to get your name on the cake.


March 26-28th 2010 NIA Spring Conference “Without UNITY the HEART of AA would cease to Beat.” Held at the Westin Hotel, Wheeling, IL (847-777-6500) NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE. For more info: Carl A 847-867-4589 or Jim C 847-727-1101.


March 27th Spring Assembly Westin Hotel, Wheeling, IL; Districts 10 & 12 hosting. 





Future Events 


April 3rd Service Orientation Workshop sponsored by Women to Women, 11am-3pm Cornerstone Church, Career Center Road & 5000N, Lunch served (Italian beef & sides). Suzi H 815-937-1056.


April 10th Pre-General Service Conference Workshop, Lord of Life Church, LaFox, IL.


Apr 18-24th 60th General Service Conference, Rye Town Hilton Hotel, Rye, NY.


May 1st Spring Committee Meeting Lord of Life Church, LaFox, IL.


May 15th Anonymity Workshop 11-2pm at Riverside, Johnson’s Lecture Hall. Lunch served. More info: Heather S 815-468-7890 or Lisa M. 815-791-3896.


June 19th Summer Assemby/ Post-GSC Panel 60 Delegate Report, Dist 51 & 52 co-hosts. Contact Steve K at 815-214-7063 if your group would like to volunteer to help.


July 1-4th 75th International Convention, San Antonio, TX. Contact Debbie G. 815-693-9680 if you are interested in going as a group. Register online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa.org" ��www.aa.org�.


Aug 7th Summer Committee Meeting, Lord of Life Church, La Fox, District 23 host.


Aug 20-22nd 37th Illinois State Conference, Windham Lisle Hotel, Area 20 host.





For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org/events.html" ��www.aa-nia.org/events.html�


The Kankakee AA Website has events, meetings and other information listed at:


� HYPERLINK "http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html" ��http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html�





Meetings that need you:


Sunday night Big Book Study 7pm Ashkum at United Methodist Church, 105 N. 3rd St.


Monday Freedom to Live, 6:30pm at the Salvation Army, Kankakee, at 6:30pm.


Monday Night Fellowship 7:30pm Our Savior Lutheran Church, 975 W. Brookmont, Bradley.


Tuesday Lost Sheep Group 12 noon, at Church of Good Shepherd, 2nd and Locust, Momence.


Wednesday Resolve Center 8pm, Manteno.


Thursday Lost Sheep Group 12 noon at Church of Good Shepherd, 2nd and Locust, Momence.


Saturday Bourbonnais Terrace Special Needs meeting 5pm. For details call Kelly at 815-935-5743





























�


Mar. Anniversaries


Mike H—44 years		Marc B—7 years


John S—23 years		Billy S—6 years


Murretta R—11 years	Lavetta W—2 years


Congratulations to all of you!


*Please email Dawn M at � HYPERLINK "mailto:d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org" ��d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org� with your anniversary month and year so it can be published in the newsletter.





We are in great need of AA members on the “outside” to correspond with AA members in correctional facilities. If you would like to share your experience, please mail this tear-off form to the address below.





CORRESPONDENCE FORM						                   CCS-3   		   


PLEASE PRINT—Return to address below





I am a       MALE             FEMALE        (please circle one)





Name: ____________________________________________   How many inmates are you able to write to? ________


	       (First and Last)





Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________


	     (City, State or Province, Postal or Zip Code)





Correctional Facilities Desk, General Service Office, Box 459, New York, NY 10163


Direct: (212) 870-3085    E-mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:corrections@aa.org" ��corrections@aa.org�     Fax: (212) 870-3003    Website:  www.aa.org





�    St. Pat’s Fund Raiser    


The Alano Club is the place to be on Saturday, March 13th for a Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner in honor of St. Patrick.  The event starts at 5:00 p.m. (until ??) and the cost is only $5.00.  There will be raffles, split the pot, and a Speaker meeting will follow at 7:00 p.m. For more info call Kendra B at 815-614-3621.





Alcoholics Anonymous 


� Step 2:  Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood Him. (pg. 59)


Tradition 3: The only requirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking. (pg. 562)


Concept 3: To ensure effective leadership, we should endow each element of AA—the conference, the General Service Board and its service corporations, staffs, committees, and executives—with the traditional “Right of Decision.” (pg. 574)























�      Not a Glum Lot�
�
Staking out a notoriously rowdy bar for possible drunk drivers, a cop watched from his squad car as a fellow stumbled out the door, tripped on the curb and tried 45 cars before opening the door to his own car, falling asleep on the front seat. One by one, the drivers of the other cars drove off. Finally, the sleeper woke up, started his car and began to leave. The cop pulled him over and administered a Breathalyzer test. When the results showed a 0.0 blood-alcohol lever, the puzzled policeman asked him how that was possible.  “Easy,” was the reply. “Tonight was my turn to be the decoy.”    ~Serenityfound.org�
�
�
�









�Though you can’t go back and make a new start, you can start from here and make a new end.





To deny someone their pain is to deny them their recovery.


�








’90 Meetings in 90 days’


Where did this concept come from?





	The roots of “90 meetings in 90 days” are hard to track down. No one can tell us anything about the origin of this concept. Even the General Service Office of Alcoholics Anonymous can’t pinpoint the source of “90 in 90” members talk about at the AA meetings. The Bog Book doesn’t mention it anywhere. If we go to old records we find that in 1950’s, a Grapevine article talked about 90 days or three months as a good milestone in sobriety. The article appeared in the January 1959 issue of Grapevine with a  headline: “90-Day Trial.” This was one of a series with suggestions on how to talk at beginner’s meetings.


	The article mentioned that one approach to newcomers might be: “I’d like to suggest that for a period of three months you decide to stay away from a drink twenty-four hours at a time, and also decide to attend many meetings—every night if possible. Surely you can spare ninety days from your life. They might prove to be the most useful ninety days in your entire lifetime. You may learn whether or not you are an alcoholic, and that’s a good thing to know.”


	Some members find it sensible to suggest to newcomers that they immerse themselves in AA’s program for the first few months. Someone new to the program could be relieved of the burden of deciding on a daily basis whether to attend a meeting if he or she follows this suggestion. Also, many AA members with years of sobriety sometimes announce at meetings that they are doing a “90-in-90” to give their program a boost.


	But there are some who believe that the concept of 90 meetings in 90 days runs against AA’;s focus on one day at a time. They feel that “90 in 90” means planning three months ahead and we are putting a big burden on the shoulders of newcomers. One reader of the Grapevine in the March 1988 issue wrote: “If I had been required to do anything for more than a twenty-four hour period, I probably would have walked out.”


	The bottom line is—there are not rules for how many meetings any newcomer has to attend. It depends on the individual and the sponsor he or she is working with. Burt we all agree that attending more meetings is always good for newcomers.


-Unity Newsletter, Quarter 2, 2008














  District 52 7th Tradition 


Thank you for your support! 





District Finances as of Jan. 2010:





Account Balance                       	      $2729


Prudent Reserve                         	     $2000


Above Prudent Reserve         	        $729


Average Monthly 7th Tradition 


From Groups	                          	       $427


Average 2009 Monthly Expenses         $555


Average 2009 Cash flow/month          -$145





District 52 carries the message to the suffering alcoholic and to our local AA groups. 


We need more groups participating in District Support….IS YOURS? �





I am responsible.  When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, I want the hand of AA always to be there.  And for that: I am responsible.








The Link needs You!!


Share your experience, strength and hope with the newcomer and/or still suffering alcoholic.  Give it to one


of the newsletter committee members listed on the back, or mail it to:


District 52, PO Box 265, Bradley IL 60915


Answering Service:  1-815-939-4996                       District 52 AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-kankakee.org" ��www.aa-kankakee.org�


NIA AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org" ��www.aa-nia.org�           E-mail the Editor Dawn M: d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org























New Meetings


Please show your support for the following:


Monday 5-6 pm at Hopkins Park Senior Center, Community Room.


Wednesday 8 pm at 561 E. Court Street, Newly Sober speakers meeting.














Quotes Heard In and Around the Rooms… 
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