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TO ALL MEMBERS Greetings on Our 10th Christmas, 1944.
Yes, it's in the air! The spirit of Christmas once more warms this poor distraught world. Over the whole globe millions are looking forward to that one day when strife can be forgotten, when it will be remembered that all human beings, even the least are loved by God, when men will hope for the coming of the Prince of Peace as they never hoped before. 
But there is another world which is not poor. Neither is it distraught. It is the world of Alcoholics Anonymous, where thousands dwell happily and secure. Secure because each of us, in his own way, knows a greater power who is love, who is just, and who can be trusted. Nor can men and women of AA ever forget that only through suffering did they find enough humility to enter the portals of that New World.
How privileged we are to understand so well the divine paradox that strength rises from weakness, that humiliation goes before resurrection; that pain is not only the price but the very touchstone of spiritual rebirth. Knowing it's full worth and purpose, we can no longer fear adversity, we have found prosperity where there was poverty, peace and joy have sprung out of the very midst of chaos. Great indeed, our blessings! 
And so,-- Merry Christmas to you all-- from the Trustees, from Bobbie and from Lois and me. 






~Bill Wilson 
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DISTRICT COMMITTEE ELECTIONS
IN DECEMBER! 
Nominations for the District Committee positions took place recently and the following people were either nominated or stepped forward to run for the two-year positions. 
Answering Service Chair:  Paula J; Alt. Answering Service Chair: ________
Archives Chair:  Dan P.; Alt. Archives Chair: Joe R.
Communication with the Professional Community (CPC) Chair:  Lisa M.; Alt. CPC Chair: Teri G.
Corrections Chair:  Andrea M.; Alt. Corrections Chair: _____________
District Committee Member (DCM) Chair:  Brian L., Suzi H.; Alt. DCM: Suzi H., Michelle L.
Grapevine Chair:  Chuck R.; Alt. Grapevine Chair: Kelly W.

Literature Chair:  Michelle L.; Alt. Literature Chair:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________
Public Information (PI) Chair: Kelly W.; Alt. PI Chair:  Carl G.  

Secretary:  Debbie G., Alt. Secretary: Paula J.
Special Needs Chair:  Renee P.; Alt. Chair: Steve K.
Treatment Chair:  Gilbert M.; Alt. Treatment Chair:  Andrea M. and Chuck R.
Treasurer:  Heather S.; Alt. Treasurer:  Suzi H.
As you can see, a few positions remain without a candidate and there is still time to nominate someone or step forward yourself.  Competition is always a good thing and we need “new blood” and “new ideas”. Remember, these are the people who represent you at the District level and work hard to carry the message for all of us. 

One year of sobriety is required for a Chairperson position and 6 months to serve as an Alternate. If you would like more information on the duties of each position, you can look in last month’s newsletter or go to www.aa.org (click on “For Groups and Members”) or contact Carl G. at 815-693-9680 for more information. Contact your GSR or any District Committee member if you would like to run for a position.
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A Greyhound bus had been chartered by a group of deaf/mute people on their way to a convention.

When the driver reached the half-way point he decided to stop at a bar so his passengers could have lunch and use the restrooms. The driver had an ulterior motive as well and wanted to slip away for an hour to see an old girlfriend he had in town.

He explained to the bartender that they would all have a hamburger with French fries for lunch. He then explained that they his new customers couldn’t hear or speak but if one of them slapped their hand once on the bar in meant they wanted a beer and if they slapped their hand twice on the bar it meant they wanted a shot and a beer.

The bus driver slipped out the door to meet his old girlfriend and the bartender served lunch. After lunch if a customer slapped his hand once on the bar he gave them a beer and if the customer slapped his hand twice on the bar he gave them a shot and a beer.  This code worked out fine and the bartender was happy with his new crowd of easy to please customers.

After about an hour passed all his new customers started to pound on the bar in unison. Not one or two slaps on the bar but multiple hard then soft then hard slaps.
Just as the bartender was scratching his head the bus driver returned and looked sadly at his passengers. He then looked at the bartender and said, “Now that you got them singing I’ll never get them out of here.” 
~Alcoholic humor bar-joke-of-the-day
 Heard in and Around the Rooms….

IF the path you are on has no obstacles, then it probably doesn’t lead anywhere.
You can live a perfectly normal life, as soon as you realize that your life will never be perfectly normal.

Sobriety didn’t open the gates of Heaven to let me in, but it sure opened the gates of Hell to let me out.


Disclaimer: The newsletter committee apologizes for any past and present mistakes in the newsletter.  The articles in the newsletter are the opinions of the authors and not the newsletter committee, District 52, Area 20, or Alcoholics Anonymous General Service Office.


 The newsletter committee: Dawn M. -- Kelly W., Heather S. 














ANNOUNCEMENTS





NEW MEETINGS:  Tuesday, 3:30 p.m. “Back on Track”, Mount Olive MB Church, 650 Fairview, Bradley (behind Bill’s Diner). Open Speaker, discussion/study on the 12 Steps & 12 Traditions.


Friday, 7:30 p.m. Sober Living Group, Watseka United Methodist Church, South Entrance, 301 S. 4th. Call Bill 815-432-0147 for more info.


Saturday, 9:00 p.m., “As Bill Sees It,” Manteno United Methodist Church, 245 W. 2nd Street.


CORRECTION:  In the meeting list, the Tuesday Gilman Meeting “Hear Here Stay Here” is held at 7:00 p.m. (not 8:00 p.m.)


EVENTS 





Saturday Euchre Club at the Alano Club, be there before 3:30 p.m., $6.00 per person.


Dec. 11th Winter Assembly District 42 host at Hinsdale South High School.


Dec. 16th District 52 GSR and Trustee Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Riverside Board Room A.  


Dec. 24th Alano Club open 24 hours for the Christmas holiday.


Dec. 25th Christmas Dinner/Pot Luck, Alano Club. Bring a dish to share. Watch for more info on times, etc., coming soon.


Dec. 31st New Year’s Eve Dance, Alano Club.  More info to come.


Jan 14-16th 19th Annual We Are Not Saints Convention, Holiday Inn Chicago North, 5300 W. Touhy, Skokie, IL. More info email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:wearenotsaints@wearenotsaints.com" ��wearenotsaints@wearenotsaints.com� or call Eric 312-523-3477. 


Jan. 29th NIA Winter Committee Meeting, Lord of Life Church, La Fox, IL


Feb 4-6th “The Usual Suspects” Men’s Retreat, Inspiration Center, Walworth, WI. Call Joe 815-728-1281


Feb. 11-13th Heart to Heart Women’s Retreat, Inspiration Center, Walworth, WI. Call Debbie 815-728-1281.


Feb. 20th Mini Conference Planning Meeting, 3 p.m. at the Alano Club for the purpose of choosing chair people for the various committees. (This is also Fred’s 63rd Bday!)





For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org/events.html" ��www.aa-nia.org/events.html�


The Kankakee AA Website has events, meetings and other information listed at:


� HYPERLINK "http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html" ��http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html�





Meetings that need you:


Monday Hopkins Park Senior Center Community Room, 5-6p.m.


Monday Freedom to Live at the Salvation Army at 6:30p.m.


Tuesday Noon meeting at Resolve Center, Manteno.


Tuesday Lost Sheep Group 12 noon at Church of Good Shepherd, 2nd and Locust, Momence.


Wednesday Resolve Center 8 p.m. Manteno.


Thursday Lost Sheep Group 12 noon at Church of Good Shepherd, 2nd and Locust, Momence.


Friday Sober Living Group 7:30 p.m., 1st United Methodist Church, 301 S. 4th, Watseka.








    




























































































  District 52 7th Tradition 


Thank you for your support! 





District Finances as of November 2010:





Account Balance                       	     $3024


Prudent Reserve                         	     $2000


BELOW Prudent Reserve         	     $1024 


Average Monthly 7th Tradition 


From Groups	                          	       $475


Average 2010 Monthly Expenses         $454


Average 2010 Cash flow/month           $  21





District 52 carries the message to the suffering alcoholic and to our local AA groups. 











We need more groups participating in District Support….IS YOURS?





I am responsible.  When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, I want the hand of AA always to be there.  And for that, I am responsible.





Points to Ponder:  How many times have we been guilty of saying, “I don’t like the way this group is being run?” If we don’t like the way things are being handled we have two choices: 


1.  We can find another group.


2.  We can make suggestions that will help the group.


Abe Lincoln said: “Remember; only he has the right to criticize who has the heart to help.” 














The Link needs YOU!!


Share your experience, strength and hope with the newcomer and/or still suffering alcoholic.  Give it to one


of the newsletter committee members listed on the back, or mail it to:


District 52, PO Box 265, Bradley IL 60915


Answering Service:  1-815-939-4996                       District 52 AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-kankakee.org" ��www.aa-kankakee.org�


NIA AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org" ��www.aa-nia.org�           E-mail the Editor Dawn M: d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org




















� December Sobriety Anniversaries      





	Debbie D.—17 years		Randy Mc—8 years		Rich—4 years 


	Bob. B.—10 years		Dan Mc—5 years		Lisa G.—3 years 


	Greg—9 years			Russ D.—4 years		Steve R.—2 years 
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