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Disclaimer: The newsletter committee apologizes for any past and present mistakes in the newsletter.  The articles in the newsletter are the opinions of the authors and not the newsletter committee, District 52, Area 20, or Alcoholics Anonymous General Service Office.


 The newsletter committee: Kelly W. - Heather - Spike - Marc B. - Mike R. 











that another sister developed Hodgkin’s Lymphoma; and endured open-heart surgery and radiation.  


   Also my youngest sister suffered from mild learning disabilities.  At this point when our family was falling apart, only through the grace of God, countless A.A. meetings, and my mother's perseverance did she reach sobriety; she was 47 years old.  


   Through the misty recovery and as sobriety took hold, my mother began to live.  Slowly but surely our family began to "live again".  Finally my mother grasped the sense of belonging she had been searching for all her life.  She and I attended a couple of classes at KCC, which started her search for knowledge.  She earned a Bachelors Degree in Behavioral Science at the age of 54, which would have been impossible just years before.  She has been a guiding light for my sister and her two children who now have children of their own.  My sister continues to fight an illness brought on by her early radiation treatment; thankfully my mother is there to provide her and her children with a sense of stability and continuous reaffirmation. My youngest sister is thriving and my mom like all moms adores her baby.  My father has also healed through my mother's recovery.  They seem to be able to talk a little bit now about my brother.  " God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change"- that sentence says so much.  


    I am so blessed to be able to pick up the phone and talk with my mother and laugh with her, as she is my friend.  She has taught me humility, kindness, bravery, love and unceasing trust in God.  She is a constant in my life.  It is for all this and much more that I have chosen my mother as my hero and role model in my life, and as Molly Brown says, " She ain't down yet.  


Approximately one year before I was granted the gift of sobriety I told my sponsor that I didn't have the right to desire to get well she told me, “as I got better everyone around me would get better".  That gave me the freedom to keep on with the program until I had success.  Gradually I got sober, but the remorse stayed with me. Recently I read a paper that my daughter wrote for her English class at KCC.  I hope reading this will encourage others to keep on-keeping on.


Submitted Anonymously from a member of District 52





Announcements


Saturday Euchre Club at the Alano Club be there before 3:30 pm $6.00 per person.


Mar 7-9 34th NIA Spring Conference in Lisle IL. Wyndham Lisle 1-630-505-1015.


Mar 14-15 Alcothon at the Kankakee Alano Club starting at 8pm and going 24 hours. The Alcothon will be open to all and non-smoking. 


Mar 16 Big Book Committee planning meeting at 1pm at the Kankakee Alano Club. All welcome.


Mar 16 Sunday Morning Open Speaker meeting will be meeting in the cafeteria on March 16th only. Riverside Hospital is now a no smoking on the hospital grounds. There could be fines if this law is broken.


Mar 20   District 52 GSR and Trustee Meeting at Riverside Board Room A @ 6:30.  Call Fred B. for more details @ 815-295-2386.


Mar 26   St. Anne Promises Open Speaker Meeting Speaker is Mike H. from the Promises group. Call Mike H @ 815-427-6027 to get your name on the cake and/or directions.


Mar 29 Sponsor Sponsee Open Dinner Workshop hosted by District 52 at the Kankakee Alano Club at 5 pm Speaker Marci S. NIA Past Delegate. Local panelists with questions and answers


Upcoming Events


For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org/events.html" ��www.aa-nia.org/events.html�


Apr 5 Spring Assembly and Pre-General Service Conference Workshop. Call Fred B. for more details @ 815-295-2386.


Apr 25-27 Spring Fling Galesburg IL


Apr 27-May 3 58th General Service Conference at Crowne Plaza Hotel in New York, NY


May 10 Spring Committee Meeting. Call Fred B. for more details @ 815-295-2386.


Sept 14 911 Feed Your Face Occurrence at Perry Farm 11am till?? Hamburgers and hotdogs and coffee provided. Bring a covered dish and lawn chairs. 








                                        Thoughts and Prayers for Gus R. who has been ill





�


Birthdays and Anniversaries


Marc B. – 6 years


Murretta R. – 10 years


Mike H. – 43 years


John S. – 21 years


Billy S. – 5 years


Connie R.   Patty B.


Joe R.                    Pally F.

















NUTS	 Not Using The Steps





    Sponsor     Sober Person Offering       Newcomer  Suggestions





    SLIP             Sobriety Losing Its Priority





    BIG BOOK   Believing In God Beats Our     Old Knowledge





    HOPE         Happy Our Program Exists





Not a Glum Lot


A Minneapolis couple decided to go to Florida to thaw out during a particularly icy winter.  They planned to stay at the same hotel where they spent their honeymoon 20 years earlier. Because of hectic schedules, it was difficult to coordinate their travel schedules.  So, the husband left Minnesota and flew to Florida on Thursday, with his wife flying down the following day.  The husband checked into the hotel.  There was a computer in his room, so he decided to send an email to his wife.  However, he accidentally left out one letter in her email address, and without realizing his error,   sent the email. �Meanwhile, somewhere in Houston, a widow had just returned home from her husband's funeral.  He was a minister who was called home to glory following a heart attack. �The widow decided to check her email expecting messages from relatives and friends.  After reading the first message, she screamed and fainted. The widow's son rushed into the room, found his mother on the floor, and saw the computer screen which read: �To: My Loving Wife �Subject: I've Arrived �Date: October 16, 2007 �I know you're surprised to hear from me.  They have computers here now and you are allowed to send emails to your loved ones. I've just arrived and have been checked in. I see that everything has been prepared for your arrival tomorrow. �Looking forward to seeing you then!  Hope your journey is as uneventful as mine was. �


P.S. Sure is freaking hot down here! 








MY HERO


 


   My mother was born "baby girl in Chicago, Illinois and was placed in an orphanage called the "Cradle" in Evanston, Illinois.  She was adopted at three weeks of age by middle class parents.  Her father was a Chicago Police Officer and her mother was a stay-at-home mom. Her brother had been adopted three years before; as time went on they became partners in crime.  My mother said, "I would take the blame for all the bad things my brother did so he would not get into trouble, meaning “the belt" as I was the youngest and would be treated less harshly."  She was raised on the South Side of Chicago in Hyde Park in an era, where like most families of that time, children were seen and not heard.  My mother said, "We were often called the "alley kids" because that is where the majority of our playing took place. “Although she and her brother knew they were adopted, it was never spoken of as it was considered "top secret". My mother said, "I had a strong desire to search for my biological parents. I did not pursue it knowing it would devastate my adoptive parents."


   Growing up on the South Side of Chicago and being of the Catholic faith naturally my mother attended an all girls Catholic High School called Mercy High. When she was 16 years old she accepted a ride on a motorcycle from a boy she liked even though she was forbidden from going.  Sadly, they were struck by a   semi: he was unharmed but my mother sustained several broken bones along with a brain concussion and was in a full upper-body cast that entire summer.  My mother is the first to admit this accident was the beginning of other forthcoming trials in her life due to what she calls her "character flaws" which I have grown to admire.   �   After graduating from Merch High and working a short time as a cost accountant, she was invited to San Diego, California where her cousin was living. Mother’s time was cut short as her father had had a stroke and she was needed at home.  He died soon after and the wake was endured for three days.  My mother was only 19 at the time and she had not developed a sense of belonging, she was lost even more with her father's death.


    My mother soon found herself with her beloved enemy, alcohol, quickly she realized she could go anywhere with that first drink.  While working as a ticket agent on the railroad she met my father who also was looking to belong.  They eloped and began a family.  Their first child, a boy, was born on Christmas Day 1958, closely followed by a girl.  Drinking was acceptable in society at that time; however, it was interfering with my mother's parental skills.  Recognizing this, my mother said, "it was the only thing that made me desire sobriety, but in those days there were not many meetings available, nor was there transportation, or anyone to watch the kids". Knowing there was something wrong when she drank, and after watching the movie "I'll CRY TOMORROW’, she began to realize, and accept she was an alcoholic.


    The damage alcoholism and its effects were horrific in our family.  My brother left home at an early age and was killed in California. I became pregnant at 17 which was a stressful situation as my mother was enduring yet another in-patient treatment for alcoholism. My sister was devastated when her husband, (now deceased as a result of suicide), left her and their two beautiful babies for another woman.  Shortly after 








Want a real shot of God juice? Try carrying the message to an alcoholic who wants it but is unable to go anywhere to get it.





Volunteer for Corrections





KMSU and Dwight are in need of volunteers. A volunteer needs to be able to go through the screening process.


Application completed


Dwight finger printing, ID picture, drug test


Up to date TB test or chest x-ray, D.O.C. needs a copy of results or x-ray letter.


Volunteer orientation.





JCDC --- Kankakee County Jail volunteers need 3 months sobriety and committee approval. For more information on being of service call Michele L. @ 815-530-1844.








Meetings that need you:


 Sunday night Big Book Study in Ashkum at United Methodist Church, 105 N. 3rd St., at 7pm


Sunday at Kankakee Terrace 6:30 pm.  Call Spike for details @815-939-9718.


Monday & Friday at the Salvation Army at 6:30pm.


Wednesday night in Manteno at the Resolve Center at 8pm needs sober support.  This is a great


   	opportunity for sponsorship.  	


Thursday night at the Alano Club at 8:00pm Big Book meeting needs support and is non-smoking.


Thursday night Women’s book study at 7:30pm at St. John’s Church, 1045 W River St., Kankakee


Friday night 6:00pm Big Book Study at Momence Good Shepherd Church needs support.


Friday night at 10pm Young People’s Open AA Meeting ISCYPAA Young and Restless Meeting at the Alano Club.
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The Link needs You!!


Share your experience, strength and hope with the newcomer and/or still suffering alcoholic.  Write about a Step, Tradition, Spiritual experience, or how you came into AA.  Give it to one of the newsletter committee members listed on the back, or mail it to:


District 52,   PO Box 265,   Bradley IL 60915





Or Email the editor:


kellysu24@yahoo.com





Answering Service:


1-815-939-4996





District 52 AA Website:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-kankakee.org" ��www.aa-kankakee.org�





NIA AA Website:  www.aa-nia.org
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