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Shamrock Golf Course




Sunday, September 19th

Golf registration starts at 12:30 p.m.  The $40.00 ticket includes a cart and a meal.  If you don’t golf, please get a $5.00 Food and Fellowship ticket for a meal and some great “fish”—I mean “golf”—stories afterwards! (Children under 10 eat free.)  For more info call Joe P. 815-939-4044 or Frank C. 815-939-2763.
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The Garden

Now that I am not drinking (or obsessing about drinking) I have found a new hobby that I truly enjoy—Gardening.  Although I don’t have a “green thumb” yet, I’m working on it by researching on the internet so that when something dies, I know what not to do next time.  

During the summer I was out of town for training and then went on vacation immediately afterwards.  After two weeks on neglect, the flower beds and vegetable garden were quite over run by weeds.  As I spent hours pulling weeds and meditating I thought about something I heard regarding our character defects being like weeds.  If we don’t tend to our defects, they will sneak in little by little and eventually take over….just like the weeds.  This also got me thinking about missing meetings while I was away. Although I kept up with readings and journaling, I was in desperate need of a meeting (or two or three) by the time I returned.  Thankfully I have been in the program long enough to know that I cannot wait too long in between meetings as I am not at peace with myself or others.  And I don’t like to give my defects a chance to take hold and overtake my mind.

Now that I am home and can spend enjoyable time in the yard and garden, and also at meetings, things are going much more smoothly for me.  This is all simply another sign from God that I need to keep up with the things I need to do so they don’t get overwhelming.  When I get overwhelmed the first thing I think of is an escape and if my mind isn’t in good form, that escape will be drinking instead of napping or drinking hot chocolate or doing my readings.

So next time you see a weed, think of your character defects and how much time you have spent recently on keeping them at bay.  Happy Gardening!


~A grateful recovering Alcoholic
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Sunday, Sept. 5th, Lil’s Park




North Street, Bradley, IL  

The grills will be fired up at 11:00 a.m.  Please bring a dish to pass and your lawn chairs.
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[image: image12.wmf][image: image13.wmf][image: image14.wmf][image: image15.wmf]All Chicago Open: Saturday, September 11th.  Bus leaves from Quality Inn at 5 p.m. and returns around 10:30 p.m. Tickets $25.00. Call Ken H. 815-351-6769, Steve R. 815-545-5581, Suzi H. 815-937-1056, Cheryl S. 815-573-2432 for more info.

   Not a 

  Glum Lot    
On the very first day, God created the cow. He said to the cow, "Today I have created you! As a cow, you must go to the field with the farmer all day long. You will work all day under the sun! I will give you a life span of 50 years."  The cow objected, "What? This kind of tough life you want me to live for 50 years? Let me have 20 years, and the 30 years I'll give back to you." So God agreed. 

On the second day, God created the dog. God said to the dog, "What you are supposed to do is to sit all day by the door of your house. Any people that come in, you will have to bark at them! I'll give a life span of 20 years."  The dog objected, "What? All day long to sit by the door? No way! I give you back my other 10 years of life!" So God agreed. 

On the third day, God created the monkey. He said to the monkey, "Monkeys have to entertain people. You've got to make them laugh and do monkey tricks. I'll give you 20 years life span."  The monkey objected. "What? Make them laugh? Do monkey faces and tricks? Ten years will do, and the other 10 years I'll give you back." So God agreed. 

On the fourth day, God created man and said to him, "Your job is to sleep, eat, and play. You will enjoy very much in your life. All you need to do is to enjoy and do nothing. This kind of life, I'll give you a 20 year life span."  The man objected. "What? Such a good life! Eat, play, sleep, do nothing? Enjoy the best and you expect me to live only for 20 years? No way, man!....Why don't we make a deal? Since the cow gave you back 30 years, and the dog gave you back 10 years and the monkey gave you back 10 years, I will take them from you! That makes my life span 70 years, right?" So God agreed. 
AND THAT’s WHY…In our first 20 years, we eat, sleep, play, enjoy the best and do nothing much. For the next 30 years we work all day long, suffer and get to support the family. For the next 10 year, we entertain our grandchildren by making monkey faces and monkey tricks. And for the last 10 years, we stay at home, sit by the door and bark at people!


~www.cleanjokeoftheday.com
***************************************************************************************
Heard in and Around the Rooms….

Blowing out another’s candle will not make yours shine any brighter. 
I can now go where I am appreciated, not just tolerated.
It is not a question of whether God can provide a shelter from the storm, but whether or not you seek the security of that shelter.


Disclaimer: The newsletter committee apologizes for any past and present mistakes in the newsletter.  The articles in the newsletter are the opinions of the authors and not the newsletter committee, District 52, Area 20, or Alcoholics Anonymous General Service Office.


 The newsletter committee: Dawn M. -- Kelly W., Heather H. 














Announcements


Are you a volunteer for your District’s Answering Service?  If not, why not?  Call Lisa M. at 815-791-3896 to get your phone number on the list. (You need at least 6 months sober time).


St. Anne Promises Group will only have CLOSED meetings from now on. (No more open speaker meetings at the end of the month.) 


Saturday Euchre Club at the Alano Club, be there before 3:30 p.m., $6.00 per person.


**Women to Women Meeting Tues. 7:30 p.m. will meet in the trailer behind the church until construction is complete.


Sept 5th 911 Feed Your Face Occurrence, Lil’s Park, North Street, Bradley, 11a.m-??  Bring lawn chairs and a dish to share.  


Sept 11th All Chicago Open. Bus leaves 5 p.m. from Quality Inn. Tickets $25 includes bus, pizza, games and door prizes on the way up.  Call: Ken H. 815-351-6769, Steve R. 815-545-5581, Suzi 815-937-1056


Sept 12th Mini-Conference Meeting, 5 p.m. at the Alano Club.  We need a new Food Committee person to organize the meal (prepared by committee or catered). Anyone at all who could donate a little time on a committee, please attend.  Call Lisa M. for more information 815-791-3896.


Sept 16th District 52 GSR and Trustee Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Riverside Board Room A. Call Carl G. at 815-693-9680 for information.


Sept 18th NIA Fall Assembly, 20 N. Center St., Naperville, IL, registration begins 8 am, lunch $8.00.


Sept 19th 10th Annual Golf Outing, Shamrock Golf Course. Golf is $40.00 which includes a cart & meal. Fellowship tickets for the dinner only $5.00. Children under 10 eat free. For further information or to sign up contact: Joe P. 815-939-4044, Dale S. 815-954-2841, Frank C. 815-939-2763.





Future Events 


Nov 6th Kankakee Area Mini-Conference ”A Spiritual Journey Home.” 9am-4pm, Civic Auditorium, Kankakee, IL. AA Speaker James J. from Evanston, IL. For more info contact Heather L. at 815-409-3279 or Brenda G. at 815-560-2893.


Nov 13th 2010 Big Book Conference “A Design for Living.” Lord of Life Church, LaFox, IL. Doors open 8a.m. Pre-registration online: � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.aadistrict61.org" ��www.bbc.aadistrict61.org�. 


Nov 19-21st McHenry 21st Annual Soberfest at Grand Geneva Resort, Lake Geneva, WI. More information is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.soberfest.org" ��www.soberfest.org�.


For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org/events.html" ��www.aa-nia.org/events.html�


The Kankakee AA Website has events, meetings and other information listed at:


� HYPERLINK "http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html" ��http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html�





Meetings that need you:


Monday Hopkins Park Senior Center Community Room, 5-6p.m.


Monday Freedom to Live at the Salvation Army at 6:30p.m.


Tuesday Noon meeting at Resolve Center, Manteno.


Tuesday Lost Sheep Group 12 noon at Church of Good Shepherd, 2nd and Locust, Momence.


Wednesday Twelve & Twelve Study 10 a.m. Calvary Bible Church, 1287 E. Armour Rd., Bourb.


Wednesday Newly Sober Speaker Meeting, 8p.m. 561 E. Court St., Kankakee  


Wednesday Resolve Center 8 p.m. Manteno.


Thursday Lost Sheep Group 12 noon at Church of Good Shepherd, 2nd and Locust, Momence.








    






















































































Alcoholics Anonymous 





Step 9:  Made direct amends to such people wherever possible except when to do so would injure them or others.


Tradition 9:  AA, as such, ought never be organized; but we may create service boards committees directly responsible to those they serve.


 Concept 9:  Good service leadership at all levels in indispensable for our future functioning and safety. Primary world service leadership, once exercised by the founders, must necessarily be assumed by the trustees.


~Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc.


 





�Anniversaries  


Tony S.—28 years	Herb B.—4 years


Frank C.—26 years	Brian L.—4 years


Paul N.—21 years	Randy W. C.—4 years


Matt W.—7 years	Brian W.—3 years


Jackie H.—7 years	Lynn J.—3 years


Karl H.—6 years





  District 52 7th Tradition 


Thank you for your support! 





District Finances as of August 2010:





Account Balance                       	     $2163


Prudent Reserve                         	     $2000


Above Prudent Reserve         	        $163


Average Monthly 7th Tradition 


From Groups	                          	       $392


Average 2010 Monthly Expenses          $421


Average 2010 Cash flow/month           -$ 29





District 52 carries the message to the suffering alcoholic and to our local AA groups. 


�


We need more groups participating in District Support….IS YOURS? 





I am responsible.  When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, I want the hand of AA always to be there.  And for that, I am responsible.

















The Link needs YOU!!


Share your experience, strength and hope with the newcomer and/or still suffering alcoholic.  Give it to one


of the newsletter committee members listed on the back, or mail it to:


District 52, PO Box 265, Bradley IL 60915


Answering Service:  1-815-939-4996                       District 52 AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-kankakee.org" ��www.aa-kankakee.org�


NIA AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org" ��www.aa-nia.org�           E-mail the Editor Dawn M: d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org




















Along Spiritual Lines…		         Ninth Step Prayer


    


      Higher Power, I pray for the right attitude to make my amends, being ever mindful not to harm others in the process.





     I ask for Your guidance in making indirect amends. Most important, I will continue to make amends by staying abstinent, helping others and growing in spiritual progress.
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