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Do you know how much your group contributes and where it goes? The General Service Office in New York suggests you donate 40% to your local District, 30% to Area and 30% to GSO.




Disclaimer: The newsletter committee apologizes for any past and present mistakes in the newsletter.  The articles in the newsletter are the opinions of the authors and not the newsletter committee, District 52, Area 20, or Alcoholics Anonymous General Service Office.


 The newsletter committee: Dawn M.-- Kelly W., Heather H., Reneé R. 











  Yard Sale    �


  Come on over to the Alano Club between 8am-4pm on Friday and Saturday, May 14-15th to find “what you absolutely can’t live without!” Donations are being accepted at the Club. Call Kendra for more info 815-614-3621.





  �   47th Anniversary Banquet


The Alano Club is having its annual Anniversary Banquet on Saturday, May 22nd at Tuscany’s in Manteno.  Coffee and fellowship starts at 5p.m. with dinner at 6p.m. and a speaker to follow. Tickets are $20.00. Call the club for more info: 815-939-9506.





 ~Service Workshop Re-cap~


This enlightening workshop, sponsored by the “Women to Women” group, was an overview of the service positions at both the District and the Area levels, along with a recap of the entire AA organizational structure. I found that there is a great need for people from the AA groups to step forward and lend a hand on the various committees. Sometimes it only takes a “little nudge” to get a member involved. I received a “nudge” and am now the Newsletter Editor, loving my job. Think about the people in your home group: Who could use a nudge? We currently need people as Chairs or committee members for the following committees: Archives, PI (Public Information), Grapevine, CPC (Cooperation with the Professional Community). Please “nudge” these folks or pass their names along to your GSR (Group Service Rep) so we can get them involved. More information: call Carl G. 815-693-9680.








Announcements


Saturday Euchre Club at the Alano Club be there before 3:30 pm $6.00 per person.


Alateen Meeting Thursday’s at 7:30pm at St. John’s Church, 1045 W. River, Kankakee.


May 1st Spring Committee Meeting Lord of Life Church, LaFox, IL.


May 14-15th Yard Sale 8-4 at the Alano Club. Donations taken at the club. Call Kendra: 815-614-3621.


May 15th Summer Assembly Committee Meeting 10:45am, Riverside Board Room C.


May 16th Mini-Conference Planning Meeting, 5pm Alano Club, need volunteers for the committees. For more info contact Heather L. 815-409-3279.


May 20th District 52 GSR & Trustee Meeting 6:30pm Riverside Board Room A. Call Carl G at 815-693-9680 for more details.


May 22nd Alano Club 47th Annual Banquet at Tuscany’s in Manteno. Coffee 5pm, Dinner 6, Speaker to follow. Tickets $20.00. Call the club for more info: 815-939-9506.


May 26th St. Anne Promises Group: 7:30 pm Open Speaker Meeting & Birthday Celebration. Speaker will be Connie R. from Bourbonnais. Call Tim C at 708-946-6619 or John S at 815-263-2340 to get your name on the cake.


Future Events


June 5th Anonymity Workshop, 11-2pm, Johnson Lecture Hall, Riverside Medical Center. Lunch served. More info: Heather S 815-468-7890 or Lisa M. 815-791-3896.


June 13th Lost Sheep Fishing Picnic, Momence Island Park, 11am-dusk. Free fishing, Burgers, dogs, beverages provided, bring a dish to share & lawn chairs.


June 19th Summer Assemby/ Post-GSC Panel 60 Delegate Report, Joliet, Dist 51 & 52 co-hosts. 


July 1-4th 75th International Convention, San Antonio, TX. Contact Debbie G. 815-693-9680 if you are interested in going as a group. Register online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa.org" ��www.aa.org�.


July 30-Aug 1 Sober Camping Weekend Indian Trails Campground, Pardeville, WI. Pot luck Saturday night followed by meeting. Call Rick & Linda W by 4/15 to register as a group 847-742-0187. 


Aug 7th Summer Committee Meeting, Lord of Life Church, La Fox, District 23 host.


Aug 14th Pool Party, Mark your calendars, more info to come.


Aug 20-22nd 37th Illinois State Conference, Windham Lisle Hotel, hosted by District 11 and Area 20..


For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org/events.html" ��www.aa-nia.org/events.html�


Sept 5th 911 Feed Your Face Occurrence, Lil’s Park, Bradley, 11a.m-??


Sept 18th Fall Assembly, District 43 Host.





The Kankakee AA Website has events, meetings and other information listed at:


� HYPERLINK "http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html" ��http://aa-kankakee.org/calendar.html�





Meetings that need you:


Monday Hopkins Park Senior Center Community Room, 5-6pm.


Monday Freedom to Live, 6:30pm at the Salvation Army, Kankakee, at 6:30pm.


Tuesday Bridge the Gap Meeting 12 noon at Resolve Center, Manteno.


Tuesday Lost Sheep Group 12 noon, at Church of Good Shepherd, 2nd and Locust, Momence.


Wednesday Resolve Center 8pm, Manteno.


Wednesday Newly Sober 8pm, Speaker meeting, 561 E. Court St., Kankakee.


Thursday Lost Sheep Group 12 noon at Church of Good Shepherd, 2nd and Locust, Momence.





























�


May Anniversaries


Marge C—26 years		Curtis T—3 years


Laurie R—21 years		Dave W—3 years


Debbie K—19 years	Peggy M—3 years


Herb B—12 years		Brenda G—2 years





Congratulations to all of you!


*Please email Dawn M. at � HYPERLINK "mailto:d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org" ��d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org� with your anniversary month and year so it can be published in the newsletter.








           Alcoholics Anonymous 


� Step 5:  Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the exact nature of our wrongs. (pg. 59)


Tradition 5:  Each group has but one primary purpose—to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers. (pg. 574)


Concept 5:  Throughout our structure, a traditional “Right of Appeal” ought to prevail, so that minority opinion will be heard and personal grievances receive careful consideration. (pg. 574)





NEW Meetings   �


We need your support at these new meetings:


Monday 5-6 pm at Hopkins Park Senior Center, Community Room.


Tuesday noon at the Resolve Center,  Manteno.


Wednesday 8 pm at 561 E. Court Street, Newly Sober speakers meeting.

















�  Not a Glum Lot 


A man died and went to heaven. St Peter asked, "what denomination are you" and the man said "I don't belong here, I didn't go to church." St Peter said "well we don't make mistakes, you belong here. Let’s just walk around and you can see where you'd like to stay." 


So they walked down the hall and St Peter opened a door and there were all these pews with people kneeling and praying and crossing themselves. "Who are they?" asked the man. "Those are the Catholics," answered St Peter. "Well I don't want to stay here," said the man and they walked on down the hall and St Peter opened the next door. 


Inside were all these pews with people sitting straight up staring straight ahead. "Who are they," asked the man. "Those are the Protestants," answered St Peter. "Well I don't want to stay here," said the man and they walked down the hall. 


The next room they came to, St Peter opened the door and a big puff of smoke came out and the man smelled coffee. The man looked inside and there were all these people laughing and hugging and they got in a big group hug and said the serenity prayer. The man said "I like these people, who are they?" St Peter said "I don't know, they won't tell us."            ~aa-loners.org  �


�


Insanity is not what happens after I drink—that is the effect of alcohol.  Insanity happens before I drink; believing the untruth that I can drink “normally.”�
�



We cannot drink on truth because the truth is…we cannot handle it.�
�
�
�
























     Tradition Five—Our Primary Purpose


Each group has but one primary purpose—to carry its message to the alcoholic who still suffers. Copyright © 


ON MY FOURTH SOBER AA DAY, I was sitting alone in one of our musty old meeting rooms, very sad and very broke. All the AAs had seemed very kind in their desire to help, but none of them had mentioned money. And, like thousands of other new members, I believed my biggest problems were financial. Yet not one person had offered a loan. 	Then, suddenly, one of those big, handsome, gray-templed, well-dressed old-timers strode in with a friendly smile widening his face. He stuck out his hand and squeezed mine. "If I can help you any way at all, just say so, and I'll do it!" he declared heartily. Trying to sound as if I were merely asking for a match, I said, "I hope so. You see, I need to borrow two thousand dollars."


	His silence was total. But finally he spoke. "You're in the wrong place," he said firmly. "We don't lend money here, my friend. That's not what this place is for." I froze, but he went on and on. "We won't help you with a money problem. We won't help you with a family problem or a job or clothes or a medical problem or food or a place to spend the night. All we will do in AA is help you stay sober," he explained. "Then you can take care of these other problems yourself. You can take care of yourself, can't you, if you're sober?"


I hated that word "sober?" But what could I say? "Certainly," I snapped, humiliated that, in my ignorance of AA folkways, I had been caught in a faux pas, as if someone had found me eating peas with my fingers.


What the man had said made perfectly good sense. I had been sober a few days and could take care of things. 


	So I put my gradually clearing mind to it, remembered a cousin I had not tapped for months, sent a wire, and got some dough. To my astonishment and sorrow, I almost instantly found myself drunk.


	Within a few hours, my new AA benefactor had given me in very blunt words a sharp summary of Traditions Five, Six, and Seven. And, by getting drunk, I had illustrated perfectly the special sense behind Five. What I needed most was not money, obviously. After getting it, I still had the drinking problem that had made me think of approaching AA in the first place.


	This happened in January 1945, and the first hint of the Twelve Traditions was not to appear anywhere in AA until the July 1945 issue of the Grapevine, when Bill W. wrote, "I would like to discuss in coming issues such topics as anonymity, leadership, public relations, the use of money in AA, and the like."


Therefore, what I encountered in AA during my first few months, before the Traditions were formalized, were customs of AA behavior followed by members who had learned that some AA ways would work and others would not. That is the authority of the Traditions in my personal life. I honor them, not solely because of their authorship or their having the mystical number twelve or their being adopted by the Fellowship at the First International Convention in Cleveland in 1950. I cherish them because they work. They enable me and my fellow AAs to stay sober, together, and to carry our message to other alcoholics.	~The � HYPERLINK "http://aa-meetings.com/main/grapevine.html" �A.A. Grapevine, Inc.�, June 1970











  District 52 7th Tradition 


Thank you for your support! 





District Finances as of April 2010:





Account Balance                       	     $2180


Prudent Reserve                         	     $2000


Above Prudent Reserve         	        $180


Average Monthly 7th Tradition 


From Groups	                          	       $363


Average 2009 Monthly Expenses         $517


Average 2009 Cash flow/month          -$154





District 52 carries the message to the suffering alcoholic and to our local AA groups. 





We need more groups participating in District Support….IS YOURS? 





I am responsible.  When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, I want the hand of AA always to be there.  And for that, I am responsible.





The Link needs You!!


Share your experience, strength and hope with the newcomer and/or still suffering alcoholic.  Give it to one


of the newsletter committee members listed on the back, or mail it to:


District 52, PO Box 265, Bradley IL 60915


Answering Service:  1-815-939-4996                       District 52 AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-kankakee.org" ��www.aa-kankakee.org�


NIA AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org" ��www.aa-nia.org�           E-mail the Editor Dawn M: d52-thelink@aa-kankakee.org























Along Spiritual Lines…





God, thank You for another day within this lowly life of mine,


Give me strength to live it well, whatever I may find.


Bestow from Your abundance, whatever I may lack,


To use these moments wisely, for I cannot take them back.


God, thank You for another day in which to make amends,


For little slights or petty words inflicted on my friends,


For sometimes losing patience with the problems that I find,


For seeing faults in others lives but not the ones in mine.


God, thank You for another chance in which to try to be,


A little more deserving of the gifts you have given me.


For yesterday is over and tomorrow far away,


I remain committed to the good I do today.                                                                     ~Author Unknown














Quotes Heard In and Around the Rooms… 
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