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Disclaimer: The newsletter committee apologizes for any past and present mistakes in the newsletter.  The articles in the newsletter are the opinions of the authors and not the newsletter committee, District 52, Area 20, or Alcoholics Anonymous General Service Office.


 The newsletter committee: Kelly W. - Heather - Spike - Marc B. - Mike R. - Jackie H.- Patty B.














The days that I’ve wasted are too many to count


Over the years I’ve really missed out


Going to functions with my family & friends


Everytime I remember I’m so glad it’s over  The End


Today is the 1st day of the rest of my days


How will I make it? Stick with winners my A.A.’s


Everything I’m trying will work out just fine.


Runnings not an option period that’s over this time





Wonderful news I’m learning these steps in my meetings


Everyone cares I state my name and addiction & still with                open arms they greet me





Still the life that I look for takes time & lots of work


Today at least I’ll stay sober & not be a jerk


Always remember I’m not by myself


Now you must read the 1st letter without any help


Down the line of this rhyme & you’ll feel my message from the truths that I’ve wrote





                                                                      Lisa K








Announcements


Saturday Euchre Club at the Alano Club be there before 3:30 pm $6.00 per person.


Feb 2 Corrections & Speaker Dinner Meeting at 6 pm at the Kankakee Alano Club, 1245 E River St. The speaker is Johnny B from Waukegan IL. Contact Michele L. at 815-530-1844


Feb 10 Big Book planning meeting at 1pm at the Kankakee Alano Club. All welcome.


Feb 16 NIA Service Orientation Workshop II at Lord of Life Church, 40W605 IL Rte. 38, La Fox IL. Doors open at 8am, goes from 9am till Noon. 


Feb 21 District 52 GSR and Trustee Meeting at Riverside Board Room A @ 6:30.  Call Fred B. for more details @ 815-295-2386.


Feb 22-24 IL State Conference of Young People in A.A. in Elgin IL. Holiday Inn & Suites NW 1-847-488-9000.


Feb 27 St. Anne Promises Open Speaker Meeting Speaker is Mike S from the 911 Group. Call Mike H @ 815-427-6027 to get your name on the cake and/or directions.


Mar 7-9 34th NIA Spring Conference in Lisle IL. Wyndham Lisle 1-630-505-1015.


Mar 14-15 Alcothon at the Kankakee Alano Club starting at 8pm and going 24 hours. The Alcothon will be open to all and non-smoking. 


Mar 16 Sunday Morning Open Speaker meeting will be meeting in the cafeteria on March 16th only. Riverside Hospital is now a no smoking on the hospital grounds. There could be fines if this law is broken.


Upcoming Events


For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org/events.html" ��www.aa-nia.org/events.html�


Apr 5 Spring Assembly and Pre-General Service Conference Workshop. Call Fred B. for more details @ 815-295-2386.


Apr 25-27 Spring Fling Galesburg IL


Apr 27-May 3 58th General Service Conference at Crowne Plaza Hotel in New York, NY


May 10 Spring Committee Meeting. Call Fred B. for more details @ 815-295-2386.


Sept 14 911 Feed Your Face Occurrence at Perry Farm 11am till?? Hamburgers and hotdogs and coffee provided. Bring a covered dish and lawn chairs. 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries


Sharon - 12 years


Randy W. - 3 years


Tony - 4 years


Bill M - 11 years


Nick - 3 years


Mike R. – 13 years


Harry - 3 years


Bill R - 7 years


Tom G. - 3 years


Al H. - 6 years


Lerman - 13 years (Jan)


Joe P – 14 years (Jan)





Linda-Lou S.         Jim C.


Randy F.








KMSU needs you. Volunteers need 1-year sobriety. Kankakee County Jail on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm needs men and women volunteers.  3 months sobriety and committee approval needed for service.  Call Michele L. @ 815-530-1844. The passing of the PINK CAN for Corrections literature is ongoing. Each group does this once a month after the 7th tradition. Please give the money to Michele L.











“Nine requisites for contented living:


Health enough to make work a pleasure.


Wealth enough to support your needs.


Strength enough to battle with difficulties and overcome them.


Grace enough to confess your sins and forsake them.


Patience enough to toil until some good is accomplished.


Charity enough to see some good in your neighbor.� Love enough to move you to be useful and helpful to others.


Faith enough to make real the things of God.


Hope enough to remove all anxious fears concerning the future.”�                                                                  -- JoHann von Goethe�














Not a Glum Lot


A nice, calm and respectable lady went into the pharmacy, right up to the pharmacist, looked straight into his eyes, and said,  “I would like to buy some cyanide. " 


 The pharmacist asked, “Why in the world do you need cyanide?”  


 The lady replied, “I need it to poison my husband.”  


 The pharmacists eyes got big and he exclaimed, " I can't give you cyanide to kill your husband! That's against the law! I'll lose my license! They'll throw both of us in jail! All kinds of bad things will happen. Absolutely not! You CANNOT have any cyanide! "  


 The lady reached into her purse and pulled out a picture of her husband in bed with the pharmacist's wife. 


 The pharmacist looked at the picture and replied, “Well now. That's different. You didn't tell me you had a prescription. "  


�


"Man, if I could drink normally,I'd be drunk every night!"


HUMORIST ROBERT E., BLACKSBURG, VA., has some definitions of his own: "A sponsor is somebody who sees through you and still sees you through." And: "Tolerance is based on courtesy, respect, and a sneaking suspicion that the other person may be right."


HOW MANY ALCOHOLICS does it take to change a lightbulb? One. He holds the lightbulb and the entire world revolves around him!


                              From Grapevine Digital Archives











  History was made in Alcoholics Anonymous for Illinois Corrections on Tuesday, December 4, 2007 in Springfield, Illinois. The Illinois Department of Corrections invited the three Area Chairmen to meet with them and discuss A.A.’s role in the state facilities. We brought a written agenda that we had been working on for some time. 


   The first thing brought up was the packages of sample literature we had brought them. We brought up the new DVD for corrections and were told that they are already in the process of getting a DVD for each facility by February for all staff members to watch. Speaking still more about literature, we offered racks to put in each facility. They offered to have the woodwork shops make the necessary racks for AA literature. They offered to have posters/signs put in each facility making inmates aware of AA meetings. Each facility has its own library. All libraries will have AA approved literature in them.


   Expediting the applications of the volunteers was addressed. Many experiences were shared. We were told by them that if we have a problem, we are to call them and that issue will be addressed. The IDOC wants AA in all the facilities in the state. They will be giving us a list of all the institutions and the chaplain and/or coordinator of each facility. We will be given a list of the institutions that do not have an AA presence in them. When the panel was asked, how or who do we approach at those dark facilities we were told to go through the chaplain/coordinator. If a problem arises, we are to contact those on this panel for help. We are to follow the chain of command because any other approach would create negative results.


   We were invited to participate in four summit workshops that are for wardens, assistant wardens and all other staff members. They would like us to be a part of the agenda and have a table, displays and even a distribution of literature for the staff of these facilities. These summits are held for three days. They have asked AA to present a half-day program for each summit.


   Once a volunteer’s application is approved, they will be in the system and able to go to other facilities to carry the message. An orientation may be necessary to inform the new volunteer of the policies of that particular facility. Remember this is for the state facilities not local; but we believe this will lead eventually to our local facilities, too.


   This is just the beginning of something so beautiful there are no words. It is with all our efforts throughout the State of Illinois that Alcoholics Anonymous has been welcomed. Not only will this have a great effect in our state, but other states’ wardens and staff are attending those summit workshops. Our messages will be heard way beyond our state. For AA a door has been opened but MOST important many inmates will be able to hear THE message we carry. God has done for us what we have been trying to do for ourselves.                                     		Excerpts from a report by Jeanne F. NIA Corrections Chairman











Any time any alcoholic anywhere understands any part of the truth, that’s a spiritual awakening.
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Meetings that need you:


Sunday night Big Book Study in Ashkum at United Methodist Church, 105 N. 3rd St., at 7pm


Sunday at Kankakee Terrace 6:30 pm.  Call Spike for details @815-939-9718.


Monday & Friday at the Salvation Army at 6:30pm.


Wednesday night in Manteno at the Resolve Center at 8pm needs sober support.  This is a great


   	opportunity for sponsorship.  	


Thursday night at the Alano Club at 8:00pm Big Book meeting needs support and is non-smoking.


Thursday night Women’s book study at 7:30pm at St. John’s Church, 1045 W River St., Kankakee


Friday night 6:00pm Big Book Study at Momence Good Shepherd Church needs support.


Friday night at 10pm Young People’s Open AA Meeting ISCYPAA Young and Restless Meeting at the Alano Club.











Our thoughts and prayers


go out to Bill and Margo Z


whose father passed away.
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District Survey


Some have already been passed out to the groups and we are including them in the newsletter.


We are hoping that the GSR, secretary or chairperson for each group will collect the surveys and return them to the Feb. 21 District 52 GSR and Trustee meeting so that we can have your input to see the direction we need to go to carry the message. If you want to add your name and group that is fine, however it is not necessary. Thank you for all the fine service work that you have all done in support of District 52.





There will be a sponsorship seminar coming up in March. More details to follow.





District 52 7th Tradition Thank You!!


Dec and Jan Contributions from Groups


Better Living Today (BLT)		$97.65


Coffee Club 				$72.00


Dist 52 GSR Meeting	                 	$57.40 H.E.L.P.				$20.00


H.O.W. – Manteno			$40.00


Men’s Step Study			$261.12


Monday Night Fellowship		$40.00


New Hope Sunday Morning		$150.00


Saturday Morning Open		$45.00





As of January 2008 this is the District’s Finances:


Account Balance                       	 $2203   


Prudent Reserve                         	 $2000


Above Prudent Reserve         	 $203


Average Monthly 7th Tradition 


from Groups	                           	 $495        


Average Monthly Expenses      	 $1144
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The Link needs You!!


Share your experience, strength and hope with the newcomer and/or still suffering alcoholic.  Write about a Step, Tradition, Spiritual experience, or how you came into AA.  Give it to one


of the newsletter committee members listed on the back, or mail it to:


District 52 -- PO Box 265--Bradley IL 60915


Answering Service:  1-815-939-4996                                      District 52 AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-kankakee.org" ��www.aa-kankakee.org�


NIA AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org" ��www.aa-nia.org�                                          AA Website: www.aa.org




















Take an action, then let go of the results.





The elevator is broken – take the steps!
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