[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.png]


The Link

[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.png]


 

District 52 & you 

Volume 8, Issue 8
August 2008


[image: image8.wmf][image: image9.png]




[image: image10.jpg]







Disclaimer: The newsletter committee apologizes for any past and present mistakes in the newsletter.  The articles in the newsletter are the opinions of the authors and not the newsletter committee, District 52, Area 20, or Alcoholics Anonymous General Service Office.


 The newsletter committee: Kelly W. - Heather - Spike - Marc B. - Mike R. 











The nomination process and how it works


The District is looking to select people for committees in a different way and would like the groups to let their GSR’s know what they think of it. The first step would be to form a nomination committee.


For DCM, Treasurer, Secretary and their alternates


At least two people are submitted by committee


1. Nominations accepted from floor


2. Possibly runner-up would be alternate


For subcommittee chairs – PI, CPC, Literature, Etc.


Nominating committee would recruit 3-5 people to serve on subcommittee. The members of the subcommittee would elect the chair to represent at district meeting.


Or at least two people are submitted by committee


The election process for officers and/or             subcommittee chairs. I.e. PI, CPC, etc. 


Nominating committee contacts prospect


share experience with prospect


prospect agrees to serve


nominating committee would recruit subcommittee (see II.A)


nominating committee develops ballot or possible roster one month prior to election


nominations from floor


entire district committee approves nominees


see (I.A.2)


Possible trusted servants list circulated        to membership


BIG BOOK DRIVE Please Announce at Meetings


Donations for Branden House in the form of Big Books or money would be gratefully accepted.


You can drop your books off at the Alano Club, 911, BLT, Manteno or Momence. 


Contacts: 


Jackie H. 815-295-4434


Michele L. 815-530-1844


Curtis B. 262-676-7044


Also, looking for people to support the meeting.





Announcements


Saturday Euchre Club at the Alano Club be there before 3:30 pm $6.00 per person.


Aug 17 HOW Group’s 1st Annual Family Fun Picnic. Starts at 11am at Camp Shawanasee off Rte. 102 across from the Kankakee State Park. Hot dogs, hamburgers and beverages provided. Bring a dish to share. Bring your softball equipment. Tickets $5 each and kids under 5 a $1 each. Contact Giovanna @815-926-2162 or John R. @ 815-546-5263.


Aug 21 District 52 GSR and Trustee Meeting at Riverside Board Room A @ 6:30.  Call Fred B. for more details @ 815-295-2386.


Aug 24  District 52 Fellowship Day and Golf outing at the Shamrock Golf Course. Need volunteers to help with various activities. Fellowship tickets are available


Aug 27 St. Anne Promises Open Speaker Meeting Speaker is Margo Z. Call Mike H @ 815-427-6027 or Tim C @ 708-946-6619 to get your name on the cake and/or directions.


Aug 30 Big Book 12 Step Workshop from 9am-5pm. At the Gift of God, 660 N. 5th Ave, Kankakee IL 60901. To sign up call Fred B. @ 815-295-2386.


Aug 31 5th Annual Grapevine Picnic at Perry Farm Pavilion from 10am until ??? Food at 1pm. Hamburgers and hotdogs provided. Side dishes welcomed. Bring your family and your lawn chairs.


Upcoming Events


For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org/events.html" ��www.aa-nia.org/events.html�


Sept 5-7 35th IL State Conference at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Rosemont IL 1-847-671-6350. Contact Raymond H. @ 773-375-1062 or George K. @ 773-218-5512 for more information.


Sept 13 Fall Assembly Galesburg IL Call Fred B. for more details @ 815-295-2386.


Sept 14 911 Feed Your Face Occurrence at Perry Farm 11am till?? Hamburgers and hotdogs and coffee provided. Bring a covered dish and lawn chairs. 


Sept 12-14 First Things First Campout at Davis Creek. Need volunteers and for more info contact Mary Kay @815-468-7320


Oct 3-5 Midwest Woman to Woman Seminar St. Louis MO. Contact Kim C. 1-314-322-7749 or go to: www.midwest-woman-to-woman.com


Nov 1 NIA 15th Annual Big Book Conference Hosted by District 52 Keynote Speaker Dr. Burns B. from Louisville, KY from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. at the Manteno Church of the Nazarene, 698 N. Locust (Rte. 50), Manteno IL. Contact Brian L. 815-685-5283 or Russ K. 815-401-2244.


Nov 21-23  McHenry’s 19th Annual Soberfest Lake Geneva WI. Contact Dale 815-648-2817.


Support your District


We need more Groups participating in District Support. Is yours?  While the District will be more prudent with expenditures, District 52 needs support to continue existing services.


Morning Meeting Update


There is a new meeting at the Alano Club. It is at 6:30AM on Thursdays. It is an hour in length. The name of the meeting is “Phoenix Group.”  It’s in the style of a Big Book Study. In August we are covering “There is a Solution” and “More about Alcoholism.”  Generally, “There is a Solution” gives an overview of our program and insight into the Spiritual Experience. “More About Alcoholism” highlights the meaning of insanity as it reads in our basic text.  A read-along is the structure. Following the read-along, a member gives a lead and comments follow. The information from this meeting is taken directly from the book, “Alcoholics Anonymous” as well as the experience, strength and hope of its members.  For more information or questions feel free to send an e-mail to the group � HYPERLINK "mailto:phoenixgroupaa@comcast.net" ��phoenixgroupaa@comcast.net�. 














               Thoughts and Prayers 





To Joe R. whose


Mother and Brother


passed away























Not a Glum Lot





Signs You Have A Drinking Problem...�


You lose arguments with inanimate objects.�You have to hold onto the lawn to keep from falling off the earth. �Job is interfering with your drinking.�Your doctor finds traces of blood in your alcohol stream.�The back of your head keeps getting hit by the toilet seat.�When you can focus better with one eye closed. �The parking lot seems to have moved while you were in the bar.�The glass keeps missing your mouth! �Mosquitoes catch a buzz after attacking you.





WHEN GIRLS DRINK TOO MUCH............


�WE HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO IDEA WHERE OUR PURSE IS.�WE BELIEVE THAT DANCING WITH OUR ARMS OVERHEAD AND WIGGLING OUR BUTT WHILE YELLING "WOO-HOO!" IS TRULY THE SEXIEST DANCE MOVE AROUND. � WE'VE SUDDENLY DECIDED THAT WE WANT TO KICK SOMEONE'S BUTT AND�HONESTLY BELIEVE WE COULD DO IT TOO.� IN OUR LAST TRIP TO PEE, WE REALIZE THAT WE NOW LOOK MORE LIKE A�HOMELESS HOOKER THAN THE GODDESS WE WERE JUST FOUR HOURS AGO. 


 WE START CRYING AND TELLING EVERYONE WE SEE THAT WE LOVE THEM SOOOOO MUCH.�WE TAKE OUR SHOES OFF BECAUSE WE BELIEVE IT'S THEIR FAULT THAT WE'RE�HAVING PROBLEMS WALKING STRAIGHT.�





Notes from the Summer Assembly


   The Assembly started at 9 a.m. in La Fox IL with a quiet time. People attending the Assembly for the first time were asked to introduce themselves. Then anyone who had an anniversary since the last Assembly was asked to go to the microphone and give their anniversary date. There was an impressive amount of sobriety. 


   The minutes and the treasurer’s report were given and approved. The Delegate gave a report on the General Service Conference. The Grapevine is asking each Area to increase subscriptions by 100/Area. The Grapevine staff suggested groups buy subscriptions for schools, public libraries, doctor’s offices, any place the still suffering might be.


   At 10:30 the Assembly split up into break out groups. There are sessions for the new GSR, PI, CPC, treatment, literature, etc. I went to the DCM breakout so Fred could go to the PI session. The group picked three topics for discussion: how to inspire involvement in service, relations between clubs and districts, and nominating committees. The experience, strength and hope shared was excellent.


   On how to inspire people: Go directly to the prospect, have specific guidelines on responsibilities, express gratitude for existing functional chairs, face issues without candy coating, be an example, form committees and let the committee pick the chair. In relations between districts and clubs: accept donations in the spirit given, some clubs discount groups whose GSRs attend the district meeting. On nominating committees: the committee should find 3-4 prospects and nominations from floor should always be encouraged, don’t be too selective as people often grow into a position, committee bodies are more important than chairperson. Some districts stated they had never had every chair and alt filled at the same time.


   After the breakout sessions Judd W. gave a presentation on Primary Purpose finance. Nothing gets people involved more than carrying the message. Everything done should be related to reaching the still suffering. The primary purpose of AA should be the focus of any project or discussion. In business terms: our basic unit of business is reaching out to the still suffering alcoholic. The Assembly should decide what to do. The work should be done in committee.  Every motion before the Assembly should focus on the primary purpose and contain the following items: description of the activity, potential benefit, projected cost, expected outcome, the responsible committee, reimbursement guidelines, and anything else that makes sense.     continued on page 2








   Birthdays and Anniversaries


Chris M. 2 years      Bob 18 years     


Jerry F. 26 years     Heather S. 17 years                     


Joe R. 2 years        Michele L. 3 years


George D. 21 years   Alice C. 9 years








  


 Progress reports, including financial, should be given and a final report upon completion of the project.


Line item budgets focus on individuals. Area treasury should be managed in terms of service activities. Reimbursement should be based on preapproved activities and any disputes should be referred to the operating committee. Primary purpose planning allows accumulation of funds for stated activities over time without breaking Traditions. Excess funds are more easily targeted and quarterly donations to GSO may be made. 


   The results are the decisions about projects and money are in the hands of the Assembly and not individual chairs. The Area agenda focuses on our primary purpose, as do financial matters. Project budgeting requires permission from the body prior to expenditures. And everyone can understand ongoing funding across years. There is less confusion and more accountability than with a line item budget. Committee bodies are important to primary purpose finance. Then we had lunch.


   The Area elected a new Treatment facilities chairperson. The Literature alternate recently opened up but no one stood for the position at this Assembly. There were 6 motions to discuss in the afternoon. The first motion amended service structure guidelines to describe the Area Operating Committee and its interaction with the finance committee. As Judd W had explained the functioning of this change in his presentation, discussion was mercifully short and the motion passed.


   The Ad Hoc committee on service structure wanted to create a report and charter committee. The new committee would have responsibility for all documents produced by NIA. Most of these are guidelines with the exception of the Concepts newsletter, and the ‘how to find AA in IL’. The exceptions proved to be a stumbling block. Amendments were discussed, voted, discussed. The motion was eventually tabled.


A classification system for the committees was voted and passed. The motion to place GSRs on Area Service committees failed. It was worded in an open ended way. The argument seemed to be Area was forcing GSRs to participate. As nobody in AA may be forced to do anything the argument seemed fallacious. 


   There was a motion to send Big Books to Southern IL Corrections. Many prisoners in Southern IL are from Northern IL and the Area Corrections chair wanted to send 5 cases of books to support corrections work. This motion was amended and much time was spent discussing the amendment.  The motion finally passed after an excruciatingly long discussion. As the Area Corrections chair would like to see Big Books available to all inmates perhaps this District could use Area monies to meet local needs.


The final motion was to increase the mileage reimbursement allowance. The motion passed unanimously. As a result of the extended discussions the Assembly voted to put the breakout meeting reports in the minutes. The Assembly was tired and anyone speaking at the mike would have been talking to dead air, so while there was one vehement objection, it seemed silly. 


   The chairs were comfortable and the food was good. Some things were accomplished. Some things were sent back for more work. It is not all boring discussion and politics. Some of it directly impacts our District. Watching democracy at work is interesting in its own right. Most of the people who attend are great people and my sobriety and life are better for meeting them.


Respectfully submitted by Heather SH








The Link needs You!!


Share your experience, strength and hope with the newcomer and/or still suffering alcoholic.  Write about a Step, Tradition, Spiritual experience, or how you came into AA.  Give it to one


of the newsletter committee members listed on the back, or mail it to:


District 52


PO Box 265


Bradley IL 60915


Answering Service:  1-815-939-4996                       District 52 AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-kankakee.org" ��www.aa-kankakee.org�


NIA AA Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aa-nia.org" ��www.aa-nia.org�           E-mail the Editor Kelly: d52_thelink@aa-kankakee.org
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